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U.S . NAVAL ACADEMY REGISTERS OF DELINQUENCIES,
1846-1850 AND 1853-1882, AND ACADEMIC AND

CONDUCT RECORDS OF CADETS, 1881-1908

On the 45 rolls of this microfilm publication are reproduced
55 bound volumes of registers of delinquencies, also known as
"conduct rolls" or "conduct rolls of cadets," 1846-50 and 1853-82,
and 36 bound volumes containing the academic and conduct records
of cadets, 1881-1908. Various terms were used during the latter
period to refer to these volumes of academic and conduct records,
including "record and conduct roll," "cadet and conduct record,"
"record of naval cadets," and "conduct record." Both series of
volumes are a part of Records of the United States Naval Academy,
Record Group 405, in the National Archives of the United States.

History

On August 28, 1846, approximately 1 year after the establish-
ment of the United States Naval School, later known as the United
States Naval Academy, the Secretary of the Navy approved the "Rules
and Regulations for the Government of the United States Naval
School at Fort Severn, Annapolis." Article 11 of the rules and
regulations required that the Superintendent of the Naval School
maintain a conduct roll that was to be made available to the Board
for the Examination of Midshipmen. The conduct roll was to record
all improprieties committed by midshipmen at the school, such as
"neglect of duty, insubordination, disobedience of orders, inat-
tention to studies, tardiness at recitation, breaking liberty,
incorrect deportment at recitation, indecorous conduct at the
mess table or elsewhere, and irregularity at meal hours." After
the adoption of the Academy reorganization plan of 1850 and the
creation of the position of Commandant of Midshipmen at the
Academy, it became the duty of that officer to submit a daily
conduct report to the Superintendent, indicating assignments of
demerits for individual delinquencies. It was the responsibility
of both naval officers and civilians attached to the school to
report all instances of violations of school regulations. Only
with the Superintendent's approval were delinquencies and demerits
placed on the conduct roll; no one was to have access to it except
the Commandant of Midshipmen, his assistants, and persons author-
ized by the Superintendent. Demerits were assigned only as a
record of misconduct. More serious delinquencies were to be re-
viewed by the Superintendent, who would then impose one of a
number of classes of punishment prescribed in the Naval Academy
regulations; only the Secretary of the Navy could order dismissal.

A limit was placed on the number of demerits that a midship-
man or cadet could receive during an academic year, which usually
began in October and ended the following May or June. Midshipmen
exceeding the assigned limits were expelled for deficiency in
conduct.



Beginning in academic year 1881-82, the academic and conduct
records were entered together in volumes, probably because of the
establishment of a system of conduct grades by Superintendent
Francis M. Ramsey. As outlined in Special Order 5, U.S. Naval
Academy, January 12, 1882, there were to be four conduct grades
for cadets. To the three highest conduct grades were attached
certain leave privileges and money allowances that varied accord-
ing to the cadet's class at the Academy; the fourth grade carried
no privileges or allowances.

According to the provisions of Special Order 5, a cadet's
conduct grade depended on the number of demerits received during
the month and his academic standing. For example, in order to
attain the first conduct grade a cadet of the first class could
not receive more than three demerits or be assigned punishment
for 1 month, had to be "satisfactory in all studies and exercises,"
and had to display willingness to obey all Naval Academy regula-
tions.

From 1845 to 1862, young men enrolled at the Academy were
referred to as acting midshipmen, and from 1562 to 1870 as mid-
shipmen. In the fall of 1870 the title cadet-midshipman was
adopted and in the following year, cadet-engineer was used to
refer to young men training at the Academy as engineer officers.
In 1882 these latter titles were replaced by naval cadet, which
was used until 1902 when midshipman was once again adopted.

No changes were made in class designations at the Academy
from 1845 to 1908. A class of midshipmen or cadets in its first
year at the Academy was referred to as the fourth class. The
class in its succeeding years was referred to as the third, second,
and finally the first class.

Variations in the spelling of names of cadets and midshipmen
are common among the records reproduced in this publication.
Variants were checked against the Navy Register, and have been
mentioned in the roll notes.

In 1866 a class of acting third assistant engineers was
ordered to the Academy for 2 years of instruction in "steam engi-
neering, mechanism, chemistry, mechanics, and practical exercises
with steam engines." Other classes were admitted in 1867 and 1871-
1873 for 2 years of study. In 1874 the course of instruction
was extended to 4 years for the cadet-engineers.



Registers of Delinquencies
("Conduct Rolls," "Conduct Rolls of Cadets")

1846-50 and 1853-82

The register covering the period 1846-50 is arranged by type
of offense, thereunder by academic year, and thereunder by date
of offense. The pages of the register are divided into various
categories of offenses or delinquencies. Entered under each
category are the dates the offenses were committed, the names of
the offenders, and occasional remarks describing details of the
delinquencies and the punishments received.

The registers covering the periods October 1853-June 1855
and October 1867-May 1882 are arranged by academic year and there-
under alphabetically by initial letter of surname of midshipman
or cadet. The registers for the period October 1855-May 1867 are
arranged by academic year, thereunder generally by class, and
thereunder alphabetically by initial letter of surname of mid-
shipman or cadet. Beginning in academic year 1871-72, the conduct
records of cadet-engineers were entered in the registers of delin-
quencies or conduct rolls following the records of cadet-midship-
men. No registers for academic years 1851-53 have been located.

In all of the registers of delinquencies for the period
October 1853-May 1882, the name of each midshipman or cadet ap-
pears at the top of the page on which his record begins, and in
most registers after 1870, class ranks one through four are also
entered. Under the cadet's name, the register pages are divided
into columns in which are entered the date and description of
each delinquency, the name of the reporting officer, the number
of demerits received or the manner in which the delinquency was
disposed of, and remarks indicating the plea of the midshipman
or cadet. After the adoption of a plan during academic year 1862-
63 for removing demerits, the registers usually indicate the
number removed each month. Resignations, revocations of appoint-
ments, detachments, dismissals, desertions, and deaths are noted
in the registers, and some volumes include conduct reports on
midshipmen or cadets on summer practice cruises.

An appropriate reference usually indicates the continuance
of the conduct record of a midshipman or cadet on another page
of the same volume or in a new volume. (Sometimes the words
"liber" and "folio" appear in the reference in place of "volume"
and "page," respectively.) When it was necessary to continue
records in more than the two volumes begun in the opening month
of the academic year, supplementary volumes were sometimes used.
These supplementary volumes are described on the roll notes.

During the period 1859-68 most of the fourth class midshipmen
were quartered on board one of the three naval vessels assigned
to the Acadeay as schoolships -- the U.S.S. Plymouth^ Constitution,
and Santee. Tie registers of delinquencies that were kept onboard
these vessels are identified in the table of contents.



The conduct records of cadets who entered the Academy in
1879, 1880, and 1881 are continued in the registers of delin-
quencies until the end of academic year 1881-82 (volume 394), after
which they are continued in volumes 1, 2, and 4 of the academic
and conduct records of cadets described below. Name indexes were
included in volumes 349-352, 354, 356, 360-362, 364, 397, and 399.
Staff members of the National Archives and Records Service (NARS)
have prepared name indexes for the remaining volumes of registers
of delinquencies, and these have been filmed with the records.

Academic and Conduct Records of Cadets
("Record and Conduct Roll," "Cadet and Conduct Record,"

"Record of Naval Cadets," "Conduct Record")
1881-1908

The academic and conduct record of a cadet was begun at the
time of his admission to the Academy and was continued in the same
volume until the completion of his 4 years of study or until his
withdrawal from the Academy. Exceptions to this are the academic
and conduct records in volumes 1 and 2. Volume 1 contains the
records for the first and second class years of cadets admitted
in 1879 and volume 2 contains the records for the first, second,
and third class years of cadets admitted in 1880. The conduct
records of second and third class cadets for academic year 1881-
82 are duplicated in volumes 392-394 of the registers of delin-
quencies. After 1881, if a cadet was expelled and later read-
mitted to the Academy, or if he remained at the Academy but was
turned back to a lower class, a new record was begun for him.

The academic and conduct records of cadets are, in general,
arranged by date of admission (entrance examinations were usually
held in the spring and fall) and thereunder alphabetically by
initial letter of surname of cadet. In the earlier volumes, the
academic and conduct records of cadet-engineers were entered after
those of cadet-midshipmen. Other variations in arrangement are
explained in the pertinent roll notes.

Entries for each cadet in the academic and conduct records
contain his name, date of admission, name of the appointing of-
ficial, place and date of birth, city or town of the cadet's
residence at the time of appointment, previous education (public
or private), religious denomination, and the name, address, and
occupation of parent or guardian. In the earlier volumes, the
cadet signed the record to attest to the accuracy of this informa-
tion, but this procedure was discontinued with the class admitted
in 1889. The academic and conduct records contain the same kind
of information about conduct as found in the old registers of
delinquencies, in addition to weekly and monthly course grades,
examination grades, and annual and semi-annual examination results.

Along with the date of graduation, the volumes usual]/' in-
dicate whether the cadet was then ordered to sea, or to nome, or



assigned to the Marine Corps, the Engineer Corps, or to the line
of the Navy. If a cadet resigned from the Academy, his academic
and conduct records show the date his resignation was submitted,
the date of its acceptance, and the date that the acceptance of
the resignation was delivered to the cadet.

Name indexes were prepared at the same time that the records
were created for all of the volumes except volume 3. The name
index for that volume was prepared by NARS staff members. In some
of the earlier volumes of academic and conduct records, separate
name indexes were maintained for cadet-midshipmen and cadet-
engineers. Lines drawn through names in the indexes indicate
either that the records of those cadets were transferred to other
volumes of the series or that the cadets were dropped from the
Academy rolls. When a cadet's record was removed from a volume,
a reference was usually made in that volume to the new location
of the record.

Access to volumes containing academic and conduct records
less than 75 years old is subject to restrictions imposed by the
Department of Defense on records containing information about the
military service of members of the Armed Forces of the United
States. This includes not only separately maintained personnel
records but also similar personnel oriented files. A table has
been prepared that indicates the volumes presently open to
the public and the years that each of the volumes still under
Defense Department restrictions will be opened,

Related Records

Record Group 405 contains many other series of records pro-
viding information concerning the academic standing and conduct
of midshipmen or cadets. These include the monthly reports of
relative class standing, marks, and demerits, 1855-1907 and 1907-
24; reports of academic and medical examinations of candidates
for admission and related correspondence covering the years 1846-
76 and 1899; journals of the Academic Board, 1854-1942; records
of boards for the examination of midshipmen, 1836-80; and weekly
and monthly reports of academic grades, 1850-1904.

Related records also include correspondence of the Superin-
tendent of the Naval Academy. Two of the correspondence series
have been reproduced as NARS Microfilm Publications M945, Letters
Sent by the Superintendent of the U.S. Naval Academy, 1845-65,
and M949, Letters Received by the Superintendent of the U.S.
Naval Academy3 1845-87. The various series of directives in Record
Group 405, dating from 1850 and continuing through 1908, also are
sources of information concerning the academic standing and dis-
cipline of the midshipmen and cadets attending the Academy.

Geraldine N. Phillips prepared the introduction; Joseph B.
Ross and Linda A. Wehmann prepared the name indexes.



List of Records Open to the Public

In the following table, those volumes of academic and conduct
records of cadets currently open to the public are identified by
an asterisk in the column "Open to Public." The year in which
each of the remaining volumes will be opened is identified in the
same column.

Academic and Conduct Records of Cadets, 1881-1908

Vol.
No.

1
2
4 (Pts. 1-3)
3
5 (Pts. 1-3)
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26 (Pts. 1-3)
27
28
29
30

Academic
Years

1881-82
1881-84
1881-85
1882-86
1883-87
1883-87
1884-88
1885-89
1886-90
1887-91
1888-92
1889-93
1890-94
1891-95
1892-96
1893-97
1894-98
1895-99
1896-1900
1897-1901
1898-1902
1899-1903
1900-1904
1901-5
1902-6
1903-7

do.
do.

1904-8
1904-8

Roll
No.

20
20
21
21
22
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
43
44
45

Open to
Public

1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
do.
do.
1983
1983



CONTENTS

Registers of Delinquencies, 1846-50 and 1853-82

A volume maintained on board a schoolship is identifiable by the
name of the schoolship appearing beside the volume number.

Roll

8

9

10

11
12

13

14

Volumes

346
347
348
349
350
351
352
353
354
355
356
357
358
359
360
361
363
362
364
365
366
367
368
369
370
371
372
373
374
375
376
377
378
379
380
397
399
381
382
400
383
401

(Plymouth)

(Constitution)
(Santee)
(Santee and Constitution)

(Santee)
(Constitution)
(Santee)

(Santee)
(Constitution)

(Santee)
(Constitution),

(Constitution)

(Constitution)

(Constitution)

Academic Years

1846-50
1853-55
1855-56
1856-57
1857-58
1858-59
1859-60

do.
1860-61

do.
1861-62
1861-63
1862-63

do.
1863-64

do.
do.

1864-65
do.
do.

1865-66
do.
do.

1866-67
do.

1867-68
do.

1868-69
1869-70
1870-71
1871-72
1872-73
1873-74
1874-75

do.
do.
do.

1875-76
do.
do.

1876-77
do.



15

16

17

18

19

384
385
402
386
387
388
389
390
n.n.
391
392
393
394

Roll Volumes Academic Years

1877-78
do.
do.

1878-79
do.

1879-80
do.

1880-81
do.
do.

1881-82
do.
do.

Academic and Conduct Records of Cadets, 1881-1908

20 1 1881-82
2 1881-84

21 4 (Pts. i_3) 1881-85
3 1882-86

22 5 (Pts. 1-3) 1883-87
6 do.

23 7 1884-88
24 8 1885-89
25 9 1886-90
26 10 1887-91
27 11 1888-92
28 12 1889-93
29 13 1890-94
30 14 1891-95
31 15 1892-96
32 16 1893-97
33 17 1894-98
34 18 1895-99
35 19 1896-1900
36 20 1897-1901
?7 21 1898-1902
38 22 1899-1903
39 23 1900-1904
40 24 1901-5
41 25 1902-6
A2 26 (Pts. 1-3) 1903-7
43 27 do.

28 do.
44 29 1904-8
45 30 1904-8
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